Hello I will take the opportunity provided by this new shirt to make a few comments abut media. As you must know, 

writing on shirts is an old tradition. I mean shirts have been used as a medium for carrying messages for a long time. 

Of course shirts are also used in sports, as well as in the arts. (We might say that I am using this shirt actually more in 

an art context than strictly in media) but in reality it is only a carrir (a carrier I wanted to write) of the black ink which 

I am using, so it would be better if we stop considering the shirt. I bought it at the Dunnees store in Glasgow. It is 

made of cotton, probably from China, but the label does not say. It does say, however, something rather surprising, the 

headquarters of the Dunnees store in Andalucia. It is possible, therefore, that the cotton was grown in some part of 

Africa. (Spain has strong ties with Africa). Of course the manufacturing, I mean the actual sewing of the shirt, was 

most likely done somewhere in Asia. Cotton itself, I will just mention in passing, comes from the new world as well as 

from Africa (Egypt). But new world cotton has four divisions to the ‘bolls’ in contrast to the five divisions of African 

cotton. Now, here is an astounding and curious fact: new world cotton has been found in some Egyptian pyramids but 

no African cotton has been found in the new world. This might imply that some Cherokees had visited Egypt a long 

time ago. (If Egyptians had visited us wouldn’t they have left some sample of their cotton?) Cherokee women used the 

root of the cotton plant as an infusion to cause abortion. A strange fact at first glance but it does show that we knew 

the plant very well. I did not intend at all to mention Cherokees…nor anything in the Americas. Even Africa and Asia 

are simply unnecessary interruptions to our thesis. What do we mean when we say ‘media’? Media are one medium 

after another. A medium is something between us, such as a shirt. What we should say of course, for  clarity, is 

‘information media’; things that convey information: wireless radio sets, newspapers, what-have-you. We might 

imagine that clothing can serve as media; explaining that which we wish the world to know about us:  clothes (is, 

metonymically, shirts) make the man. Could that mean that we have transformed every thing in the world into 

carriers of information? What sort of information? For what sort of purposes? What sort of information, for example, 

might individual elements and material in individual works of art carry between us? We should always imagine, I 

think, that the artist’s intentions are not the entire story. Once material becomes saturated with social meanings there 

must be much over and inadvertent confession.
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